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acquired for Bulgaria by his Father, and to disturb the European
settlement of the Balkan Peninsula.

Mr. Gladstone earnestly hopes that the unanimity, which has
now for some time characterised the sentiments of the British
nation on this important question, may long continue. He also
wishes, without much present hope, that the policy of France in
that quarter were more rational, and more intelligible.

It having been erroneously stated by a foreign reporter, who
met Mr. Gladstone at Brussels a month ago, that he had stated
the return of Prince Alexander would not be possible, Mr. Glad-
stone takes the liberty of saying that the reporter entirely
misapprehended him. What he said was that the revolution might
bring about very formidable results, should opposing parties in
Bulgaria have recourse to voies de fait.

In Munich Mr. Gladstone was assured that there was a strong
popular sentiment in favour of Prince Alexander as he passed
through that city. But the Prince prudently remained within the
Station.

(Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[May 22, 1887.]
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty.
And though he fears Your Majesty may find it difficult even to
glance at the loyal expressions which the anniversaries of 1887 *
are likely to draw forth, he is unable to refrain from adding his
voice to the voices of his fellow subjects. Looking back over the
long years of Your Majesty's reign he feels that they have been,
with the necessary allowances which our human state requires,
years eminently marked by the diffusion of public blessings and
that Your Majesty's accession to the Throne has everywhere
taught new and happy lessons on the relation between the
Sovereign and the nation. He desires to offer his humble prayer
that the Almighty may shower His best gifts upon Your Majesty
and your illustrious House and continue to afford Your Majesty
His effectual aid in discharging the arduous duties He has laid
upon You for the promotion of union and concord among so many
millions of His creatures and for the increase of the strength and
happiness of the Empire.
1 The Jubilee was celebrated June 20, 1887.